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Introduction to HAT

• Established 1960s
• Individual council HAT committees
• Affiliated councils

• hat.ocbsa.org

– Orange County
– Inland Empire
– West Los Angeles
– Long Beach
– Imperial (San Diego)
– Los Angeles Area
– Ventura

– Verdugo Hills
– Southern Sierra
– San Gabriel Valley
– Los Padres
– West Los Angeles
– Grand Canyon
– Las Vegas Area
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– Cub Scouts
– Boy Scouts
– Varsity Scouts

– Venturers
– Girl Scouts & other youth groups

HAT Awards
• Council committees establish awards
• Awards are regional, not national
• Awards for:

• Activity Types:

• Over 300 HAT awards

– Camping
– Hiking
– Backpacking
– Soaring
– Cycling
– Peak bagging

– Natural history
– Rafting / 

canoeing
– Conservation
– Trail building



Award Objectives

• Increase retention in scouting
• Promote high adventure
• Provide opportunity for advancement
• Education: history, techniques, nature
• Increase safety
• Motivate youth to get out more
• Support conservation & responsible use
• Broaden opportunity and range of activity
• Build a lifelong love of the outdoors



General Requirements
• Awards must be earned: One trip, one award
• All recipients must be BSA or other youth organization registered
• Awards must be earned with unit/council
• BSA Activity Plan filed in advance
• All other permits (USFS, NPS, etc) received
• Minimum 2 adults (1>21, 2-deep leadership) & 2 youth/trip
• 1 adult must have appropriate HAT training
• 1 adult must be CPR/First Aid trained, Hazardous Wx, WFA if >2 hrs
• Leaders should be familiar with BSA literature, including Trek Aids
• High Adventure Award Application submitted
• Parental consent forms & BSA Physical forms
• All adults must have YPT
• Follow Leave No Trace
• See current HAT Awards Booklet requirements for updates





Cub Scout & Younger Scout Awards

• Generally, non-backpacking & non-winter 
camping awards

• Day trip activities
• Examples follow
• If unsure, contact the OCC HAT Committee 

Chairperson





Hiking Activity Awards
Inland Empire Council

Set of 4 awards
• Each requires a 5-mile day hike
• Designed to fulfill Tenderfoot,

2nd Class & 1st Class skills

Animal Tracks
• Complete a day hike of at least 5 miles
• Each Scout keeps a logbook listing at least 10 animals or 

evidence (tracks, spoor, etc) seen
• Logbook must be submitted within 3 months
• Scouts will show first aid for:

– Insect & tick bites & stings
– Rattlesnake bites



Home Town 
Historic Sites

Inland Empire Council

• Designed to promote
awareness of community
history

• May be earned by Cub, Boy & 
Girl Scouts, adult leaders

• Comply with all HAT General 
Requirements

• Contact HAT member or local community historical society for 
appropriate sites to visit

• Prepare a list of local sites of interest to your unit
• Complete a 5+ mile hike or 15+ mile cycle to visit 5 or more historic sites 

from your list
• Prepare a written hike/trek report including date, participant names, 

route, equipment, site descriptions & submit with application



Soaring Award
Inland Empire Council

• Watch award videos (2)
• Know & understand:
– Thermal lift
– Ridge lift
– Wave lift

• Write a report explaining how pilot uses these
• Comply with HAT General Requirements
Note: A BSA Flying Permit Application must be 

filed in advance



Scout & Venturing 
Awards

HUNDREDS of awards

• Backpacking
• Stand alone awards
• Award sets & multi-

part awards
• Peak bagging
• Medals
• Patch Blankets



Award Application Process

• Contact the sponsoring council to ensure the 
desired award is available and cost thereof

• File BSA Activity Plan
• Conduct the activity
• Complete a HAT Award Application form
• Submit the form to the sponsoring council 

with appropriate payment
• Distribute awards to participants



Plus:
• Name of youth

leader
• Names of Scouts 

earning award
• Names of 

Scouters earning 
award







Upgrading Status
• Map & Compass training (1 day)
– 3-4 hrs lecture
– 3-5 hrs fieldwork

• Basic Backpacking course (5 days)
– 1 day + 1 evening lecture
– 1 day hike
– 2 day overnight backpacking trip

• Winter Backpacking & Snowshoeing (4 days)
– 1 evening & 1 day lecture
– 2 day overnight snow camping trip, snowshoeing

• Other programs: Desert camping, Long-term 
backpacking, canoeing & rafting, ice axe use, etc



Get Involved!
• HAT Committee is all volunteers
• Meetings 
– 1st Tuesday monthly 
– 6:30-8:00 pm 
– Council Service Center (CSC)

• Currently looking for District Representatives
• OCC HAT Chair
– Dennis Crockett
– Doctorscoutmaster @ gmail.com

HAT.ocbsa.org




